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Background

* Villages are grassroots,
member-led organizations
that help older adults age in
community—connected to
their neighbors, their
neighborhood, and a
network of mutual support.

* The Village to Village
Network® (VtVN) supports
hundreds of Villages
nationwide operating as
community-based
organizations on aging.

* The census was designed
and administered by the
Rutgers Hub for Aging
Collaboration in partnership
with the VtVN® Data &
Evaluation Committee.

* All known Villages in the U.S.
were invited to participate,
with data collection from

August 2025 - January 2026.

Project Aim

* The last comprehensive
national survey of Villages
was conducted in 2016.

* The 2025 census aimwasto
provide an up-to-date
“snapshot” of Villages today
—how they are organized,
what they offer, and their key
operations.
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Building Communities of Belonging:

“First Look” Findings from the 2025 National Census of Villages
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Take-Aways

Villages are an infrastructure for
belonging and connection—in
addition to services.

Villages generally operate on
small budgets.

Villages are membership-based
organizations with widely varying
membership fees.

Villages typically operate in
partnership with other
organizations.

While the pandemic disrupted
Village start-up, growth has
resumed.

Next Steps

Use results to help align
communications by, for, and
about Villages.

Strengthen and standardize
national data collection.

Build out future collaborative
projects on Village development,
Implementation, and impact.
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