Most Americans who have medical debt are
located in the of the U.S.

Safer Communities &

Safer Children through Louisa Carman Medical Debt Relief Act s
Medical Debt Relief -

Why This Issue Matters:

The law prohibits medical creditors & debt collectors from:

* Helps families maintain financial
stability, leading to safer living
environments for children.

* Reduces risk by allowing payment plans * Reporting medical debt to credit agencies for treatment received after the law takes ettect.
and capping interest rates, making
healthcare more accessible. * Charging more than 3% interest on medical debt per year.

DAY THEY RECEIVE
MEDICAL BILLS

* Helps break the cycle of financial e . .
hardship, keeping communities stable. * Garnishing wages from patients earning less than 600% of the federal poverty level.

* Supports mental health and wellness, * Taking collection actions against patients who accept and follow a reasonable payment plan.

leading to safer communities.

SOURCE: UNDUE MEDICAL DEBT

What People Sacrificed

How Do Americans Iry lo
Pay Their Medical Debt?

Actions Reported by Americans with Medical Debt Problems

Share of indebted adults who have done the following because of health care debt:

Cut spending on food,
clothing, and other basics

Used up all or most savings

305\ ([ 70%

Cut Spending on

Taken on extra work Increase Their

Credit Card Debt Food, Clothing,

_ Household Items
Delayed buying a home or

delayed education

37% p _ _
Al AN IA KO

or Family - ,
' Take Another o

Job or Work or All of Their
More Hours' SC‘\"”QS‘ .

Sought aid from charity or
nonprofit

Changed living situation

Declared bankruptcy or
lost home

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Source: KFF Health Care Debt Survey of 2,375 U.S. adults, including 1,674 with current or past debt from medical or dental bills, conducted Feb. 25 through

o _ C R i : :
1 i . Y | =50
4| ' N -
- {, s b/
218 B \ . - / _
- vl €Y At R —
N 2 I \ e B -
- Wy - 1 N[ \ o~ ' | -3
. g i5 » ;. = |. / -‘l \ 3 N} ¥
. . W .l f q b ; . - \ - ) -
> i A ~\ 1
~ b P [ P " ‘.l “‘ . 1
- L : . . : =
. 1 ,
4 " »' . 4 = h
\ :i 7 . .
i k 4 / — ny _I' o 4 1

Marcus & Allyson Ward of Chicago moved across the country'to be
closer to family after the premature birth of their twins, Milo and

Theo, left them with about $80,000 in medical debt.
(Glascock, 2023)

March 20. The margin of sampling error for the overall sample is 3 percentage points.

This year, 79% say “inflation has made it
harder to pay their medical bills”

Credit: Daniel Wood/NPR and Noam N. Levey/KHN

That's a significant jump from 57% in 2022,
the first year the question was asked
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N] haS sOome Of the higheSt health care Activists in the Nation’s Capital seeking action to address the root causes of the medical debt crisis.
(Cardinal, 2023)

costs in the nation, ranking 11th, with the
average resident paying over $11K a year.

NJ’s hospital costs are among the highest;
admitted patients rack up an average of

$3,157 in expenses each day. an 20
Learn More

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

School of Social Work

& Cynthia M. Duchantier
Rutgers School of Social Work Major



mailto:cmd401@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
https://socialwork.rutgers.edu/about
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/hospital-expenses-state-by-state.html

	Louisa Carman Medical Debt Relief Act

The law prohibits medical creditors & debt collectors from:�
Reporting medical debt to credit agencies for treatment received after the law takes effect.
Charging more than 3% interest on medical debt per year.
Garnishing wages from patients earning less than 600% of the federal poverty level.
Taking collection actions against patients who accept and follow a reasonable payment plan.

