
 

 

Opioid Overdose Recovery Program 
The Center for Prevention Science (CPS), within the Rutgers School of Social Work, was contracted by the New Jersey 

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services to serve as an evaluator for the Opioid Overdose Recovery Program 

(OORP) initiative that began in 2015. The program’s main objective is to link people who have experienced an opioid 

overdose to withdrawal management, substance use disorder treatment, recovery support services, and other services as 

needed. 

 
Evaluation Component 

In October 2015, the New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

(DMHAS), launched a program, which granted funds to five agencies to operate the Opioid Overdose Recovery Program 

(OORP). This program was created to respond to individuals who were administered naloxone after experiencing an 

opioid overdose and who are afterward treated at hospital emergency departments. Initially implemented in emergency 

departments in five counties, the program has since expanded to serve all 21 counties in New Jersey.  

Drs. Andrew Peterson (PI) and Kristen Powell (Co-PI), Director and Associate Director of the Center for Prevention 

Science at the Rutgers School of Social Work, have been awarded $1.4 million to date (October 2015 to September 2024) to 

conduct the evaluation of this program as it has gone over the years. The program’s main objective is to link people who 

have been reversed from an opioid overdose to withdrawal management, substance use disorder treatment, recovery 

support services, peer support services, and follow-up services for up to eight weeks after their overdose. The program 

employs Recovery Specialists and Patient Navigators to support people enrolled in OORP. The evaluation team was 

tasked with creating the data collection instruments, collecting and managing the statewide OORP data, and conducting 

evaluation and reporting for NJ DMHAS. The evaluation team has used a mixed methods approach.  For more information 

on the program and findings, see the following:  

 
 

The roles of RU-CPS on this project include (1) creating data collection instruments (2) data collection and management 

(3) data analysis and (4) generating quarterly and annual reports. 
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Meet the Team! 

Kristen Gilmore Powell, Ph.D., L.S.W., is an Associate Research Professor with the Rutgers 

University School of Social Work and Associate Director of the Center for Prevention Science. 

She is also a Principal Investigator on Opioid Overdose Recovery Program. 
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