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Module Description:

In our current climate of increasing rates of substance abuse and overdose deaths, polarizing discussions
around decriminalization of drug use, and potential legalization of marijuana, it is important to critically
examine our current understanding of addiction and how it influences our individual and societal response to
those who struggle with substance use disorders.

Module Objectives:

1. To explore and contrast how addiction is understood by the general public, the legal system,
treatment providers, and researchers

2. To critically examine the master narrative of addiction as a disease and consider the counter-
narratives that offer alternative understandings of addiction.

3. To consider how our understanding of addiction impacts the treatment of substance use disorders.
reflect on how the narratives of individuals with substance use disorders influence how addiction is
understood.
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